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associated with delusions, or marked lessening of the
reasoning powers. It is characterised by a feeling of
profound illness, and an inclination to exaggerate the
symptoms present and to brood over them.

These patients usually suffer from pain, discomfort, or
actual illness, and it is in relation to this that their feelings
of extreme misery, and their dismal forebodings arise.
They are perpetually thinking of their imaginary or real
sickness; they scrutinise and ponder over ea<3h new symp-
tom as it appears. They are constantly on the qui v$ve for
fresh signs of disease. They repeatedly look at the tongue,
or feel the pulse, and with the least possible grounds for
their conclusion, they delude themselves into the belief
that they are the victims of certain serious internal dis-
orders, which must inevitably prove fatal, or cause them
to lead a life of constant anguish and wretchedness. They
formulate the most absurd explanations as to the grouping
of their symptoms, e.g., they may state that all their troubles
arise from the abdominal cavity containing snakes or other
reptiles, or from the same cavity being unprovided with
liver, spleen, stomach or bowels. They are constantly perus-
ing medical works, (if such works are available and they
can read) pondering over what they read, and applying
each symptom read of, to themselves. All * their con-
versation, and especially that with the physician is a
monotonous repetition of their imaginary or exaggerated
bodily sufferings. As a rule they have an air of sad-
ness and misery. They are often quarrelsome, and pecu-
liarly selfish, taking little or no interest in any thing
outside themselves. They neglect their duties, and are
weak and wavering of purpose. If able to afford it,
they are as constantly changing their physician as they
are the description and nature of the diseases from which
they declare themselves to be the constant sufferers.
Occasionally insane delusions arise, chiefly in connection
with the prevailing feelings of illness. At this stage the
patient becomes insane beyond all doubt. Frequently they
can reason accurately on all topics except that of their